
Travel Photography Mindset 



In	this	lesson,	we'll	explore	strategies	and	mindsets	for	capturing	compelling	travel	
photography,	focusing	on	how	to	iden:fy	unique	elements	and	scenes	in	unfamiliar	
environments.	The	goal	is	to	develop	an	approach	that	helps	you	create	visually	interes:ng	
images	that	tell	a	story	about	the	places	you	visit.	

Finding	the	Loca.on	
The	first	step	in	travel	photography	is	to	establish	the	
loca:on	for	the	viewer.	There	are	several	ways	to	do	this:	

● Names	on	boats:	Look	for	the	home	port	listed	on	
the	side	of	boats.	

● Murals	and	Tourist	Items:	Touristy	areas	oCen	
display	the	loca:on's	name	prominently.	Simplify	
the	image	to	focus	on	the	name.	

● Crea.ve	Explora.on:	Look	for	the	loca:on's	name	
on	sidewalks,	signs,	and	banners,	even	if	it	requires	
crea:ve	angles.	

● License	Plates	and	Manhole	Covers:	These	can	
some:mes	include	the	loca:on's	name.	

● Flags:	Flags,	especially	those	with	the	loca:on's	
name	or	iden:fiable	symbols,	are	great	indicators.	

The	idea	is	to	find	visual	cues	that	immediately	tell	the	viewer	where	the	photo	was	taken.	

Capturing	Foreign	Language	and	Unique	Text	
Search	out	text	that	is	not	in	your	na:ve	language.	This	immediately	informs	viewers	that	
they	are	"somewhere	other	than	home".	

● Foreign	Language	Signs:	Capture	signs	in	languages	you	don't	understand.	

● Hand-Painted	Signs:	Look	for	hand-painted	signs,	which	are	increasingly	rare	in	many	
parts	of	the	world.	
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Exploring	Local	Markets	
Local	markets	are	visually	interes:ng	places	to	
capture	the	essence	of	a	loca:on.	

● Simplify	the	Scene:	Avoid	cluPered	shots;	
aim	for	simple,	easy-to-absorb	images.	

● Focus	on	Prices	and	Products:	Capture	prices	
with	unfamiliar	currency	symbols	and	
products	unique	to	the	area.	

● RespecIul	Photography:	Be	mindful	of	
vendors'	comfort	levels.	Shoot	from	behind	
or	the	side	if	they	seem	uncomfortable.	

Photographing	Locals	
Capturing	locals	engaged	in	their	daily	lives	adds	
authen:city	to	your	travel	photos.	

● Candid	Moments:	Aim	for	natural-looking	
photos	where	people	aren't	posing.	

● 45-Degree	Angle:	Shoo:ng	at	a	45-degree	
angle	can	make	you	less	intrusive.	

● Be	Quick:	Prac:ce	capturing	images	quickly	to	
avoid	disrup:ng	the	scene.	

● Engaged	Locals:	If	locals	are	willing	to	pose,	
take	the	opportunity,	but	avoid	generic	poses	
like	the	peace	sign.	

Avoiding	Tourist	CluPer	
Tourists	who	don't	seem	to	belong	in	the	scene	can	
detract	from	your	images.	

● Tilt	Up:	Tilt	your	camera	up	to	exclude	tourists	
from	the	frame.	

● Street	Performers:	Street	
performers	can	add	interest,	but	
respect	their	wishes	regarding	
photography.	

● Use	People	as	Elements:	
Incorporate	people	as	elements	
in	the	photo,	but	not	necessarily	
as	the	main	focus.	
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U.lizing	Long	Exposure	
Consider	using	long	exposure	techniques	to	create	
interes:ng	effects.	

● Live	Photo	Mode:	Use	the	Live	Photo	mode	on	
iPhones	to	create	long	exposures,	blurring	moving	
people.	

● Selfie	Takers:	Capture	people	taking	selfies,	as	
they	are	less	likely	to	no:ce	you.	

Establishing	Shots,	Medium	Shots,	and	Details	
When	photographing	an	area,	capture	a	variety	of	shots	
to	provide	context.	

7. Establishing	Shot:	Capture	an	overall	view	of	the	
area	to	provide	context.	

8. Medium	Shot:	Zoom	in	a	bit	to	show	more	detail.	
9. Detail	Shot:	Focus	on	specific,	interes:ng	details.	

This	approach	helps	tell	a	complete	visual	story.	

Finding	Unique	Series	
Look	for	unique,	repe::ve	elements	that	can	be	captured	as	a	series.	

● Repe..ve	Elements:	Iden:fy	elements	like	doors,	knockers,	or	house	numbers	that	
are	unique	to	the	loca:on.	

● Consistent	Shots:	Shoot	these	elements	consistently	to	create	a	cohesive	series.	
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In	conclusion,	this	lesson	highlighted	the	importance	of	approaching	travel	photography	
with	a	specific	mindset.	By	ac:vely	searching	for	loca:on	iden:fiers,	unique	cultural	
elements,	and	candid	moments,	and	by	employing	techniques	like	long	exposure	and	
capturing	establishing	shots,	you	can	create	compelling	images	that	truly	capture	the	
essence	of	a	place.	The	presenter	offered	to	do	a	lesson	on	photographic	techniques	to	
make	a	compelling	image	of	all	the	places	visited.
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