
Travel Shooting Techniques 



In this lesson, we explore practical shooting techniques for travel photography, focusing on 
how to capture compelling images by mastering composition, depth, and motion.	

Architectural Photography: Keeping It Straight	
When photographing tall buildings, a common challenge is the perspective distortion that 
occurs when tilting the camera upwards. This can make buildings appear to be falling over.	

● Maintain a Level Camera: Whenever possible, keep your camera perfectly level to 
ensure that vertical lines remain straight.	

● Shoot Verticals: Often, shooting a vertical orientation can help with this. If you're 
close to a building, allow the edge closest to the camera to extend beyond the frame 
on one side, as you can still see the entirety of the building on the other.	

● Increase Distance: Alternatively, step further back, even across the street, to avoid 
the need to tilt your camera upwards.	
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● Capture Dimension: To add depth to a building's appearance, position yourself to the 
side rather than shooting it straight on. This allows you to see more of its dimension.	

● Correcting Distortion: If you do need to tilt your camera, you can correct for the 
distortion later using transform controls in editing software like Adobe Camera Raw. 
The "Guided Upright" tool is particularly useful, where you draw lines on areas that 
should be vertical.	

Compositional Techniques	
Beyond keeping verticals straight, several techniques can enhance 
your travel photographs by making them more visually engaging 
and stable.	

● Anchoring Edges: Ensure that at least one edge of your 
image is anchored by an element that aligns with the 
frame. This provides visual stability and prevents the image 
from feeling chaotic.	

● Using the Entire Frame: Aim to fill the frame with 
interesting content. Avoid large areas of emptiness, 
instead, ensure there's something visually engaging 
throughout the majority of the picture.	

● Creating Depth: When possible, aim for images 
with foreground, mid-ground, and background 
elements. This creates a sense of depth and 
makes the scene feel more immersive.	

● Foreground and Background Inclusion: Even if 
the main subject is in the distance, including 
elements in the foreground and background 
can add interest. For example, including foliage 
at the top and bottom can make a shot more 
dynamic.	
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Establishing Scale	
When photographing subjects where size is a key feature, it's crucial to provide a reference 
point so viewers can understand their scale.	

● Include a Scale Reference: Add 
people or other familiar objects to 
your photograph to give a sense of 
proportion.	

● Positioning for Scale: To emphasize 
the size of a large object (like a cow), 
ensure that any people included in 
the frame are positioned far from the 
camera. If people are too close, they 
can appear disproportionately large, 
diminishing the perceived size of the 
main subject.	

● Emphasizing Immensity: Similarly, in large spaces like rooms, the presence of small 
figures in the distance can highlight the vastness of the area.	

● Strategic Placement: In expansive landscapes, tiny figures can effectively convey the 
immense scale of the environment.	

Isolating Subjects with Shallow Depth of Field	
Distracting backgrounds can detract from your main subject. Techniques to blur the 
background can significantly improve the impact of your photographs.	

● Shallow Depth of Field: This is achieved by magnifying the scene, either by getting 
closer to your subject or by using a zoom lens.	

● Phone Portrait Mode: Smartphones often have a "Portrait Mode" that simulates 
shallow depth of field. You can tap on the screen to specify what should be in focus, 
and the software will attempt to blur the background.	

● Using a Larger Camera: With a traditional camera, zoom in as much as possible or 
get close to your subject. Then, set your aperture to its widest setting (lowest f-
number).	

● Focusing on the Subject: If using a phone, 
be mindful of where it focuses. If you get 
too close to a foreground element, the 
background might become sharp. You can 
often lock focus by tapping and holding on 
the desired subject on the screen.	

● Focus Lock: To prevent the camera from 
refocusing on a close-up element when you 
intend to photograph a distant reflection, 
tap and hold on the distant subject to lock 
the focus before moving closer to the 
reflective surface.	
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Creative Use of Motion	
Capturing movement can add dynamism and artistic flair to your photographs.	

● Freezing Motion: A fast shutter speed can 
freeze action, capturing subjects in sharp 
detail.	

● Motion Blur with Longer Exposures: Slower 
shutter speeds can intentionally blur moving 
elements. Experiment with different shutter 
speeds to achieve desired effects.	

● iPhone Live Photos - Long Exposure: On an 
iPhone, the "Live Photo" feature can be 
transformed into a long exposure effect by 
selecting "Long Exposure" after the photo is 
taken. This is most effective with slow-moving 
subjects.	

● Limitations of iPhone Long Exposure: Be 
aware that the iPhone's long exposure effect 
typically uses a three-second exposure, which 
can cause fast-moving subjects to disappear. 
It also crops the image slightly.	

● Using a Big Camera for Motion: With a larger camera, you have more control over 
shutter speed to experiment with motion blur, especially for faster-moving subjects.	

● Zooming During Exposure: A similar effect to motion blur can be achieved with a 
traditional camera by zooming the lens during a longer exposure.	

Reflections and Interesting Surfaces	
Reflections offer a unique way to add depth, 
symmetry, and visual interest to your 
photographs.	

● Water Reflections: On calm days, still 
water can provide beautiful reflections. 
Even slight ripples can add artistic 
texture.	

● Mirrors and Glass: Mirrors and large 
glass surfaces, like those on modern 
buildings or museums, can also be used 
for creative reflections.	

● Managing Focus with Reflections: 
When photographing reflections in 
glass or water, remember to lock focus 
on the distant subject before getting 
close to the reflective surface. 
Otherwise, the camera will focus on 
the surface itself, resulting in a blurry 
reflection.	
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● Wet Surfaces: After rain, wet ground can act 
like a mirror, reflecting sunlight and 
surrounding elements.	

● Shiny Objects: Any shiny surface, from 
umbrellas to store windows, can be used to 
capture interesting reflections.	

● Window Reflections: When the sun brightly 
illuminates a building across the street, look 
for reflections in windows on the shady side 
of the street.	

● Framing with Reflections: Use reflective surfaces to frame your subject, creating a 
layered and visually appealing composition.	

This session covered a range of practical techniques for travel photography, emphasizing 
how to overcome common challenges like perspective distortion, lack of depth, and 
distracting backgrounds. By mastering compositional tools like anchoring edges and filling 
the frame, and by creatively utilizing elements like scale references, motion blur, and 
reflections, photographers can elevate their images.
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